
   

 

                             SIGNAL SEEKER 
Fall 2007                                                                                                                                                                Volume 25 Issue 4 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  gffs 



 2 

 

NORTHWESTERN REGIONAL HOLIDAY PARTY 
Ron Wilson, Northwestern Regional Representative 

 
Northwestern Region MACer’s took advantage of a beautiful day and evening to meet at the Rocky Gap Re-
sort/Lodge in Cumberland.  Christmas was the theme as many of us enjoyed the Mountain Reflections light 
show and the decorations at the lodge.  Corvettes were the topic as Ginny Schry gave us a hot tip on a very 
nice 2004 for sale.  Sharon Wilson gave out  Santa Claus bags full of candy for all to enjoy.  MAC’s schedule 
for 2008 was given out and discussed; we are in for a very busy year with events in 2008.   
  
The food and friendship were great as Andy Ruby, KC Strawmyre and Jimmy McBride kept us in stitches 
laughing.  Mike and Lea invited the members to stop at the “Farm” on the way home for a time of chat and 
enjoyment.   
  
The pictures tell it all; MAC Member’s Merry Christmas and have a Happy New Year. 
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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE 
Ron Wilson,  Frostburg, Maryland 

 
My tenure as chairman of the Mid-Atlantic Chapter draws to a close in a few weeks. I 
look back and reflect on our accomplishments as a group of Corvette lovers. I am hon-
ored to have had the privilege to hold this position for the last 2 years and be the leader of 
NCRS’s premier chapter. MAC has continued to maintain this status through the dedica-
tion and hard work of its membership and leadership of the elected board. 
 
MAC has delivered 25 years of Corvette-oriented events ranging from hosting National, 

Regional and Chapter events, to technical sessions, judging schools, road tours, picnics and much more. I want 
to take this opportunity to give a big “Thank You” to the people who have worked with me and guided me 
along this journey. I wish them the best in the coming years. 
             
Tom Vollrath, K. C. Strawmyre, Bob Baird, John Yglesias and Sam Neide, the newly elected and appointed 
board members, will continue to guide this chapter and keep us on top with NCRS. The next big event in 
MAC’s future will be our bid to host a Regional event in 2010.  MAC’s fantastic track record of past accom-
plishments, which I attribute to the rallying of the membership to pitch in and help, will ensure a great event 
for NCRS and Corvette. 
            
I look forward to the coming years with MAC as Sharon and I will continue to plan and host MAC’s North-
western regional events, and I will still host the Cumberland Tech Session early each year. 
             
In closing, as we plan future events I continue to encourage the membership to get involved,  jump in there, 
volunteer to head a committee, or help plan an event; make yourself available because this is where the fun 
and pleasure of  belonging to the Mid-Atlantic Chapter is centered. 
             
PS, I read an interesting old saying from a local car club which I would like to pass on: Life is not a journey to 
the grave with the intention of arriving safely in a beautiful well preserved and mostly unused body, but rather 
skid in sideways, thoroughly used up, totally worn out and loudly proclaiming, “Wow what a ride”.  

 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

We at Mid-Atlantic Chapter (MAC) of the National Corvette Restorers Society (NCRS) take great pride in 
welcoming all new and returning members.  Our chapter has been growing and striving to meet new chal-
lenges since 1982.  Our members come from a variety of backgrounds, some with expertise on restorations, 
some with knowledge of Corvette history and some who just enjoy taking an occasional drive on a Sunday 
afternoon.  Whatever your interests may be, please take some time to mark your calendar with our upcoming 
events and activities.  As always, we look forward to seeing you and your family attending MAC events (your 
car or cars to be included, of course!)  Should you have any membership questions call Robert Patton at 540-
788-4563, email  rrpkcp@earthlink.net or contact any MAC officer. 

Larry D. & Mary Ann Spilman 
13452 Travilah Road  
N. Potomac MD 20578-3800  
301-963-1978 202-262-8344 Cell  
l.spilman@att.net - New Member ~ Nov 2007 

John Herold 
587 Avon Bend Road  
Charles Town WV 25414-4725   
304-725-3535 540-454-0897 Cell  
corvettedr@earthlink.net - New Member ~ Nov 2007 
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A NOTE FROM YOUR JUDGING CHAIRMAN  
Sam Neide, Gainesville, VA 
 
 

We’ve had quite a busy year with judging schools, technical sessions and judged events.  We started off 
the year with a tech session and judging school at Ron Wilson’s school in Cumberland.  This has turned 
into an annual event that is always well attended.   
 
We then went to Richmond to the Express Race Shop for a tech session and judging school.  We also 
held a small judging event of three cars to get back into practice for the shows to come. 
 
On June 15 and 16 we conducted our annual judging meet at Zip Products in Mechanicsville, VA.  Ray 
Morrison, National 1966 Judging Team Leader, conducted an excellent Judging school in the Zip show-
room.  The next we assembled three complete teams of judges to judge 14 beautiful cars. 
 
On October 13, MAC had its annual Cruise and Charity event.  We started  with at tech session at   Jim Hofferbert’s  house, had  
great lunch and  then we were off and our cruise to the Dulles Marriott for a judging school on Bow Tie/Star judging by Bill Sangrey  
and the our anniversary celebration after.  
 
Our 2008 spring meet will be held on May 30 and 31, 2008 at Jack Evans Chevrolet in Front Royal, VA.  If there is any interest in 
judging cars at one of our early tech session, or you have a car that you would like to have judged, please let me know.  We can 
judge only several cars, working around the tech presentations.   This can be a good opportunity to have a car judged in a less 
‘formal’ environment.   
 
I’m looking for another great year with the best Chapter in NCRS! 
 

MAC Chapter 2007 judging results: 
 

Spring Mini-Meet in Richmond, March 27 
 

  Bob Baird      1959    Top Flight 
  KC Strawmyer   1966   Top Flight 
  Rodger Rowe      1967   Top Flight 
 

Chapter Judging Meet at Zip Products, June 15-16 
 

  Jerry Harding   1963   Top Flight 
  Bill Powers   1966   Third Flight 
  Peter Minneci   1966   Third Flight 
  Richard Tarr   1966   Second Flight 
  Bill Powell   1967   Second Flight 
  Norman Thibodeaux  1967   Second Flight 
  Roger Rowe   1967   Top Flight 
  Reid Newcomb   1967   Top Flight 
  Richie Whitt   1968   Top Flight 
  Bill Turner   1978   Top Flight 
 

Chapter 25th Anniversary Celebration at The Farm Sept 3 
 
  CD Weidman    1963   Top Flight 
  Sean McCagh   1964   Second Flight 
  Charles DeNapoli   1966   Top Flight 
  CD Weidman   1967   Top Flight 
  Charlie Appleman  1980   Top Flight 
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Mid-Atlantic Chapter  
Judging Meet 

May 30 - 31, 2008 
Front Royal, VA 

 
 Event Location:    Jack Evans Chevrolet & Cadillac 
     125 South Royal Ave 
     Front Royal, VA 22630 
 
 Hotels:    Hampton Inn (540) 635-1882 
     Super 8 (540) 636-4888    
 

Schedule of Events:   
 Friday, May 30:   3:00PM Registration Desk Opens at Jack Evans  
     6:00PM Cars must be in Judging Field  
     6:00PM Judging School at Jack Evans  
     8:00PM Welcome Social  
 Saturday, May 31  8:00AM Owners / Judges Meeting on Judging Field 
     8:30AM Judging Begins 
     10:00AM-3:00PM “Ladies” Excursion  
     6:00PM Social Hour 
     7:00PM Dinner and Awards Ceremony   
 

Registration Form 
 

Name:__________________________________________Spouse/Guest:________________________NCRS #:_________ 
Address:_______________________________________City:__________________________State:_______Zip:_________ 
E-mail Address_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Children:  Name:________________________Name:_________________________Name:__________________________ 
Non-NCRS Member Guests: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Family Registration Fee    $30.00     __________ 
Guest Fee (Non-NCRS Members Only)  $10.00 per person   __________ 
Saturday Awards Dinner    $28.00 per person   __________ 
Judged Car Entry Fee    $30.00 per car    __________ 
Sportsman Display Fee    $10.00 per car    __________ 
        Total   __________ 
Flight Judging Registration: 
Year:________ Convertible:____ Coupe:____ VIN:_________________________ 
Exterior Color:____________ Interior Color:__________ Horsepower:__________ 
 
Sportsman Registration: 
Year:________ VIN:_________________________ 
 
Proof of insurance and vehicle ownership MUST BE INCLUDED with your registration for flight judging and/or 
Sportsman participation.   No judged cars may leave the judging field until all judging is complete.  
 
Do you wish to judge or tabulate?  Yes/No Judging Level: ______ 1st Choice: ______ 2nd Choice:______ 
 
Make Checks Payable to MAC/NCRS 
Hold Harmless Agreement:  I agree to insure my vehicle and property against loss, damage, and liability and to provide proof of 
such insurance to NCRS at the time of registration.  I agree to assume the risk of any and all damages or injury and to indemnify and 
hold harmless NCRS, its officers, agents, employees, and chapters for any acts or omissions which may result in the theft, damage, 
or destruction of my property or injury to me or others occurring during, or as a consequence of this convention, where located.  
 
Signature:____________________________________________________________________ Date: __________________ 
 
Mail Registration to:  Sam Neide, 4576 Lawnvale Dr., Gainesville, VA, 20155 
Questions?  Call Sam at 703-754-9760 or sam.neide@verizon.net 
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25TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION “BACK AT THE FARM” 
 

Those who attended (at least those we could round up at photo time). 

MAC Charter Members in attendance 

Present & former MAC Chairmen 

Another beautiful day of judging at The Farm 

Crabs, crabs and more crabs! 
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CONTINUING THE TWENTY FIVE GREAT YEARS OF MAC 
 
In previous editions we published the documentation that led to MAC becoming an NCRS chapter, excerpts 
from our 10th anniversary special edition of the Signal Seeker, copies of articles that provided a retrospective 
of MAC events for each year from 1989 thru 1991 as well as articles written by then Chapter Chairmen pro-
viding an insight into events that occurred during the years 1992 thru 2000.   In this edition we conclude our 
series with articles written by then Chapter Chairman for years 2001 thru 2007.   

 
MAC’S STORY,YEAR TWENTY to TWENTY TWO 

2001—2003 
 

2000 MILESTONES: 
• MAC has 3 Founders winners, 4 Duntov / McLellan winners and 2 Bowtie  
      winners at Bowling Green, KY. National convention. 
• Past chairmen bricks at the National Corvette Museum. 
• MAC bid for 2003 NCRS convention approved by NCRS BOD. 
  

2001 MILESTONES: 
• Spring Chapter Judging Event at Jack Evans Chevrolet, front Royal, VA 
• MAC has 4 Duntov / McLellan winners and 1 Bowtie winner at Galveston, TX. National convention. 
 

2002 MILESTONES: 
• Spring Chapter Judging Event at Jack Evans Chevrolet, front Royal, VA 
• MAC earns NCRS Chapter of Year. 
• MAC has NCRS Members of the year winners & Sam Folz winner at Monterey, CA. Convention. 
• 20th Anniversary celebration “Back to the Farm”. 
 
Due to a tremendous amount of hard work and determination by the membership, the period of 2001 thru 2003 
were banner years for the Mid Atlantic Chapter. The organization was honored as NCRS Chapter of the Year 
in both 2001 and 2002.  
 
With the ever increasing popularity of the personal home computer MAC initiated , has maintained and ex-
panded it s mode of communication to the membership via “E-mail” which has been popularly coined for its 
main communicators as “Bill” e-mail for Mr. William Sangrey, “Sand” e-mail for  Ms. Sandi Aue and “Bob” 
e-mail for Mr. Robert Patton, your current Membership Director.  
 
During the year of 2001, MAC was very successful in expanding its Chapter Ap-
parel offerings to very stylish golf shirts and hats with the MAC and NCRS logos 

embroidered on them. To top off the year of 2001, the 
annual meeting held at the prestigious resort site of 
Seven Springs, PA in November hosted none other than 
Mr. Nolan Adams as the guest speaker. All that along 
with a full slate of memorable Tech Sessions, Judging 
Events and Road Tours rounded out the year of 2001.  
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MAC’S STORY, YEAR NINETEEN to TWENTY ONE (Cont.) 
 
As mentioned, 2002 was ushered in with another NCRS Chapter of the 
Year award. Due to increased membership interest and the superb work of 
Sandi Aue, the new Membership Director, MAC experienced membership 
growth to 200+ members.  

 
Thanks to the efforts of Mr. Ron Wilson and 
Mr. Larry Negley , an all new and improved 
“Signal Seeker” found a new home, and color, at the Vocational Technical School 
in Cumberland, MD. During the year efforts were made to expand the interest and 
MAC activities in the North/South/East and Western regions that our very large 
Mid Atlantic Chapter encompasses.  
 

Along with another full slate of regular activities the MAC & Mason Dixon Chapters hosted it initial and very 
successful combined Tech Session and Judging School at Tony’s Corvette Shop in Gaithersburg, MD.  
 
And, to top of the year, over 100 members and guests from as far away as Cali-
fornia and Texas returned to the place that is near and dear to so many of us, “The 
McCagh Farm” for a MAC 20th Anniversary celebration that will be remembered 
as “One of the Great Ones”  
 
2003 was the 50th anniversary year for the Corvette with a huge  General Motors celebration in Nashville, TN 
where a number of MAC members displayed cars and represented our fine organization.  
 
MAC also was the host chapter for the 2003 NCRS National Convention in Hershey, PA. Again, due to a tre-

mendous amount of hard work, determination 
and especially the organizational  and manage-
ment skills of a great team of volunteers headed 
up by Duane Ravenberg, new records in atten-
dance and activities were achieved and the stan-
dard was set for future conventions.  
 

Another achievement that MAC can be very proud of was the beginning of a fund raising program for charity. 
Judy Morrison initiated and organized the fund raising efforts at the individual events and was instrumental in 
designating Sloan Kettering as the charity of choice for the organization.  
 
Thanks to the computer age and the efforts of Eric Whitaker, 2003 also saw the implementation of the MAC 
web page which continues to represent the organization. All that, along with a full slate of Tech Session , 
Judging Events and Regional Activities rounded out the year.  

 
Thanks to “Great Friends and Great Cars” and many individuals the Mid 
Atlantic Chapter has always been and continues to be one of the strongest 
in the NCRS organization. Congratulations to everyone that participates 
and enjoys the benefits of the organization and the hobby.   Mike Hair 
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MAC’S STORY, YEAR TWENTY THREE to TWENTY FOUR 
2004—2005 

 
2004 MILESTONES: 

• MAC has 9 Flight and 3 Judging Awards at Windsor, Canada National convention. 
• MAC earns NCRS Chapter Second Flight Award. 
• MAC donates almost $1,000 to Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center.   
 

2005 MILESTONES:  
• MAC earns NCRS Chapter Top Flight Award. 
• MAC donates almost $7,500 to Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, Hurricane Katrina relief and the Chip Miller 

Foundation 
 

This was a year of highs and lows!  After a magnificent 2003 and our National Con-
vention in Hershey we focused in 2004 on doing events locally instead of nationally.  
Unfortunately we suffered a great loss was when MAC charter member Walt Johan-
ningsmeier passed away after loosing a valiant fight against cancer.   

 
Our high points included a plethora of technical sessions throughout the entire MAC 
area that included: 
 
• January in Cumberland where Ron Wilson give a class on early Corvette starter and alternator rebuilding 

followed by Ray Morrison explaining the mystical process of successfully completing a PV test.   
 
• Next, Haymarket, VA where Bob Patton showed us some original parts and their reproduction counterparts 

and we judged Chuck Berge’s 1969 427 and my 1964 convertible.   
 
• In April, Suffolk, VA where  Bill Calorico made a presentation of original and reproduction parts aptly 

named “Let the Buyer Beware” and we made a side by side comparison of two 1967 427/435 cars.   
 
• Also in April, Lucketts, VA with Mark Kibbe showing his original 1962/63 Chevrolet film strip on the 

“new” rear suspension and demonstrating how to safely rebuild a rear trailing arm.  We judged one of K. 
C. Strawmyre’s cars and inspected his 1967 Bowtie candidate car. 

 
• In July, Alexandria, VA when George Tedesco “dropped” the body back on back onto the restored the 

chassis of his 67.  Thankfully the “drop” came off without a hitch.  
 

Our annual spring judging event was held again in Front Royal, VA at the Jack Evans Chevrolet Front Royal, 
VA.  Sandy and Clifton Good hosted a 
welcoming picnic at their house, in-
cluding a stop at their original Howard 
Johnson’s ice cream parlor.   Saturday 
was spent judging cars, attending the 
Mushroom Festival, having a relaxing 
evening at dinner with friends and the 
presentation of judging awards.   
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MAC’S STORY, YEAR TWENTY THREE to TWENTY FOUR(Cont.) 
 
During the National Convention in Windsor, Ontario our members re-
ceived 9 flight and 3 judging level awards.  The Chapter was also 
awarded a Second Flight Award in the NCRS Chapter Award Program.  
 
Corvettes at Carlisle was popular with many MAC members enjoying the 

shade and cool breezes under the MAC 
tent and a few were actually able to sell 
some parts instead of just buying more.  
We also enjoyed the hospitality of K. C. and Sue Strawmyre and Mike and 
Connie Hair who hosted a picnic in Shippensburg, PA. 
 

In September we road toured to Harper’s Ferry, WV for a day of site seeing, shopping and eating with “good 
friends”.  From Harper’s Ferry, we cruised to the West Virginia Mountain Heritage Festival where there were 
crafts and more crafts.   
 
The annual business meeting was held in Warrenton, Virginia.  The day 
was filled with camaraderie, story telling, tech sessions and last but not 
least, Chapter business.  Mark Kibbe and Ron Wilson presented tech ses-
sions and Ray Morrison tutored our judging school.  After the annual busi-
ness meeting we adorned to Legends Restaurant that started with a social 
cocktail hour that was followed by a fantastic sit down dinner.   
 
The year ended on a very high note as our year long charity fund raising efforts culminated in sending almost 
$1000 to our designated charity Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center.   
 
 

2005  
 
2005 was another year filled with highs and unfortunately lows.   Our low point 
was the loss of a long time member and Chapter Chairman, Les Bieri.   
 

 
 
Our high points came from our numerous tech sessions, social activities and our 
charitable efforts.  We held a lot of tech sessions in all sections of our area this year 
to included: 
 
• Cumberland, MD in January with Ron Wilson demonstrate the rebuilding of a 
differential, demos of restoration products, how to mount the new EMT Corvette 
tires and a judging school on Bill Herbaugh’s 1967 Bowtie car. 
 
• Shippensburg, PA in February, where we judged K. C.’s 62 and Howard Metz’s 
69, Dave Gray showed us what makes a solid axle big brake car, Bill Calorico  
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MAC’S STORY, YEAR TWENTY THREE to TWENTY FOUR(Cont.) 
 

taught us all about fan clutches, Mike McCagh rebuilt a 
1958 fuel pump rebuild and we salivating over K. C.’s 
toys  in his “candy shop”.  
 

 
• Suffolk, VA in March, Bill Sangrey led a practical  

exercise in the NCRS Flight Judging System using Joe Si-
kora’s 1967, Joe did a “show and tell” on original midyear 
carpet, Page Campbell and Bob Patton on “Original versus 
Reproduction” parts followed by Ron Dill, Ron Wilson and 
Bill Sangrey making a joint presentation on distributor re-
build and electronic conversions.   
 
 
 

• Gaithersburg, MD in April at Tony Avedisian’s Corvette repair shop the judg-
ing of Tony’s 67 and John Veen’s 81, a dynameters demonstration, Bill San-
grey with a newly restored 1965 chassis, Bill again with Joe Sikora’s original 
carpet presentation, Ron Wilson on refurbishing stainless steel and I on riveting 
metal parts to fiberglass.  

 
• Broadway, VA in October, Jeremy Turner used the body of the 1967 he was in 

the process of restoring to show some finer points of judging these cars, compari-
son of original items versus current reproductions, Ron Shrum’s judging school 
on his 3700 mile 1990 Corvette and viewing Bill Sangrey’s Hemi Cuda undergo-
ing restoration by Jeremy.  
 
 
 

 
Williamsburg, VA was the site of our annual spring judging meet with another great turnout of members and 
their cars.  Friday night was spent in the hospitality room and inspecting Bob and Martha Baird’s recently re-
stored 1960 chassis.  Saturday was the time to judge the wide range of Corvettes or to take advantage of Wil-
liamsburg’s vast historic sites and shopping opportunities. 
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MAC’S STORY, YEAR TWENTY THREE to TWENTY FOUR(Cont.) 
 

 
The NCRS national convention was in Park City, UT this year where the 
Chapter prevailed and we received a Chapter Top Flight Award, K .C. 
Strawmyer and his daughter Ellen received a Top Flight on his 1965 and 
several members received judging level awards.   
 
Not only did we have the usual MAC oasis at Corvettes at Carlisle and 
the sumptuous Strawmyer/Hair picnic, but also attended a Friday night 
reception at Bill and Joann Sangrey’s home.  Another weekend of “great 
cars and great friends”. 

 
Taking advantage of the beautiful fall foliage our fall road tour took in the Sky Line Drive in western Virginia.  
Led by Bill and Joann Sangrey, the group met at Jack Evan’s Chevrolet in Front Royal, joined with a local 
Corvette club and had a fun drive through the scenic and twisty road through the mountains.   
 
This year’s annual meeting and Christmas party was in 
Fredericksburg, VA and included with a photo and 
memorabilia display from our historical files, Kay Pat-

ton’s  first tech session 
and mini-play of the 
NCRS tabulation process,  
Jim Hofferbert’s tutorial 
on electro-plating metal 
and Sam Neide's judging school on the NCRS matrix judging system.  The eve-
ning concluded with dinner and a special visit by Santa. 
 
 
 

The highlight of our year was our commitment to charity.  Through our efforts and 
the NCRS Matching Fund Program, we were able to donate almost $2000 to Memo-
rial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center.  Additionally, we donated $5000 to Hurricane 
Katrina relief and $500 to the Chip Miller Foundation.  Duane Ravenberg 
 

REGIONAL CONVENTION BID 
 

As this newsletter goes to print, we are finalizing an application to NCRS for hosting a regional meet in 2010.  
Two sites are being proposed, one in Gettysburg, PA and one in Hampton, VA.  By proposing two sites, we 
increase our chances of being awarded one of the six regional conventions that year.  With our chapter territory 
adjacent to that of the 2010 NCRS National Convention in Charlotte, NC hosts, the Carolinas and Southeast 
Chapters, we are in a great position to help “feed” cars to them.  Once again, we will be able to show the entire 
NCRS community that MAC has what it takes to do the job right just as we did in Hershey.  The NCRS Board 
of Directors meets in late March 2008 at which time we will know if our proposal was accepted. 
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MAC’S STORY, YEAR TWENTY FIVE to TWENTY SIX 
2006—2007 

 
2006 MILESTONES: 

• Mike McCagh receives NCRS Lifetime Achievement Award at San Antonio, TX National conven-
tion. 

• Spring Chapter Meet held in Cumberland, MD in conjunction with National Road Rally event. 

• Signal Seeker goes electronic, is included on Chapter web site. 

• Tech Sessions and Judging Schools grow in number and size 

 
2007 MILESTONES: 

• MAC has NCRS Member of the Year winner, Sam Folz winner, 3 Duntov, 2 Bowtie, 1 Star winners 
at Marlborough, MA. National convention.   

• 25th Anniversary celebration back at “The Farm”. 
• New Chapter By-laws approved. 

• MAC goes to BOD meetings via Teleconference. 

• Spring Chapter Meet held at Zip’s in Richmond VA. 

• MAC Membership reaches 231 Families 
 

“Great Cars and Great Friend”, my years as chairman have kept this saying as strong as ever. 
 
• MAC Judging schools/Tech sessions become common events during the winter and spring months.  The 

Cumberland session draws large numbers by utilizing the Career Center, a High School Technical Center 
and it involves the Automotive Technology students in the process.  The Shippensburg setting is always a 
treat with a lot of Corvettes available for hands on experience thanks to KC Strawmyer and Bill Sangrey.  
KC’s 67 original car he snatched from the New England area was a real treat for the NCRS judges to look 
at a truly magnificent original vehicle.  Page Campbell has brought the Southern Region alive by setting up 
some nice Tech/Judging sessions in Richmond using a local machine /speed shop for first hand experience 
and demonstrations of engine building and training.  Teaming up with the Mason/Dixon chapter at Tony’s 
Corvette Shop also provides MAC members with some fantastic training sessions. 

  
•  Bob Baird, Joe Sikora, Bill Sangrey and Ron Dill were among the many members who provided great 

Technical articles for publication in the Signal Seeker and many made it into the Restorer. 
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MAC’S STORY, YEAR TWENTY FIVE to TWENTY SIX (Cont.) 
 
• Ray Morrison, Sam Neide, Bill Sangrey and Ron Shrum conducted judging schools at our Tech Sessions 

and Annual meeting events. NCRS modified the exterior paint judging process which has been a topic of 
judging training schools. 

 
• MAC membership continues to grow through the efforts of Bob Patton using the 

NCRS master list of Membership in the MAC region. 
 
• Virtual meetings of the BOD became possible with Gary Wilkerson providing 

the connection through his workplace. It proved to be a success with 13+ mem-
bers involved via phone line. 

 
• MAC’s new By-Laws were adopted during the 2006 Annual meeting which set up regional reps and other 

changes to be more in line with the NCRS guidelines. 
 
• NCRS has included the 90-91 model years for judging and is writing the manuals for the 92-93 Corvettes. 

 
It has been a great experience for me to head this group of “Great Friends” I could not have achieved the ac-
complishments we have made without my team of volunteers. The “Great Cars” have remained the same as we 
hold schools, tech sessions to continue training new members in the “Hobby” but without the  strong core of 
dedicated membership it could not continue to expand. I encourage all members to get involved and keep our 
passion alive for future generations to continue to enjoy. Ron Wilson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This concludes our look back at the amazing twenty-five years of the Mid Atlantic Chapter.  We hope you 
have enjoyed it and will participate fully in making the next twenty-five years as historic as these were.  A 
DVD jam packed with photographs covering the entire twenty-five years is now available.   

 

  1982 -2007 MAC 
    25th Anniversary DVD 
• Over 400 photos from the MAC historical achieves. 
• 25 Years of MAC milestones & members. 
Send order and check for $10 made out to MAC / NCRS to:  
  Tom Vollrath 

 17350 Chatham Ct 
 Jeffersonton, VA 22724 
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A PORTABLE PAINT BOOTH FOR THE GARAGE 
Dwight Farmer, Suffolk, VA 

 
A number of years ago I decided to venture into painting a big block ’66 Silver Coupe that I had recently pur-
chased.  I stripped the paint and drove it to a friends shop to have it painted Nassau Blue!!!  It came back nice, 
particularly given the low fee charged by my friend.  Soon, however, I was not happy with the finish and de-
cided to learn how to wet sand lacquer paint to correct some blemishes.  Needless to say, I found that my 
friend had not put much paint on the car and there was little room for error.  After considerable thought I de-
cided to buy a Sears air compressor, a Binks paint gun and jump right in.  The purpose of this article is not to 
explain how a back yard duffer like me learned how to paint lacquer but to show you folks how I built a port-
able paint booth to “hang” in my garage.  It was a simple system that proved very effective for a repaint on 3 
cars plus my neighbor’s Emron paint job on his Oldsmobile. 
 
The portable paint booth I’m about to describe was used in an attached 2-car garage.  It is important to note 
that the design was conceived after I shot 2 coats of primer in the garage with no paint booth.  I must confess 
that upon completion of my first primer job, I walked into the utility room and found nearly my entire house in 
a grey fog.  You can imagine how long it took us to clean the entire house. 
 
I went to the big box building supply center and bought 4 ply (6 ply is better) clear plastic in 10 foot widths.  I 
fashioned a 10-foot by 22-foot by 10-foot high cube of plastic.  Essentially you cut a 64-foot long section of 
plastic from your 100-foot roll of plastic and connect the 2 ends using duct tape.  That’s right, duct tape on 
both sides.  If you keep it clean and press firmly, it will last for a number of years.  Next you cut a 22 foot sec-
tion from the roll.  This will act as the top of your paint booth.  It must be attached to the 64 foot loop of plas-
tic to form a “cube” and will also require using duct tape on both sides all along the top.   
 
Once I had formed the 3 dimensional cube I fashioned 2 inch by 2 inch squares of ¼ inch wood stock along the 
top side of the cube every 3-4 feet.  Note that one of these little squares is each side of the piece of plastic serv-
ing as the top of the booth.   I attached them using small wood screws.  I then installed wood threaded hooks 
from the top.   I made measurements of the location of the hooks and installed 
hooks in the ceiling of my garage to match the location of the hooks on my 
booth.  I was then able to hang the entire assembly from the ceiling and presto, 
I had a paint booth. 
 
Now you’re probably asking how I vented the booth.  It was easy.  I cut a 
square opening next to my side garage door the same dimension as a 3-speed 
box fan from your discount department store.  I also fashioned a 10-foot long 
tube “exhaust tube” of plastic using the remaining plastic from my 100 foot 
roll.  When I was ready to paint, I would duct tape the paint booth and the ex-
haust tube to the box fan.  It is important to note that the suction from the fan, 
even on low, will collapse the booth from the sides, so I used a dozen or so 
bricks on the floor to keep the bottom of the portable booth away from the car 
and to give me space to walk around the car.  My last addition to this system 
was to install cheap ($1) heat pump air filters at 4 locations to allow fresh fil-
tered air to enter the booth.   
 
I also added 2 additional ceiling hooks to one end of the booth to hold open one end while I pushed the car  



 16 

 

A PORTABLE PAINT BOOTH FOR THE GARAGE (Cont.) 
 
 
inside.  Once the car was inside, I would stretch the sides as far as possible 
away from the car along the floor using the bricks.  I would turn on the fan to 
low or medium, blow off the car with the air gun, wipe the car down and pro-
ceed to pour “pre-positioned” buckets of water on the floor.  It was amazing 
how clean you can get the area inside this portable booth.  I would have my 
air hose lying inside the booth and ready for me and the paint gun.  I would 
slip inside the booth, attach the spray gun and apply the paint.  
  
It’s a great, effective and cheap portable booth.  When not in use you can 
simply leave it hanging from the ceiling rolled up on the sides or you can 
spend 10 minutes unhooking and folding it up for the next time.  Mark one of 
the ends so that when you unfold the booth for the next round of painting or 
primer you know how to position and reattach it to the hooks in the ceiling. 
 
Again, it lasted over 5 years and could be easily reinstalled for a quick set up.  
I had very little dirt in the paint and it kept the rest of the garage (and house) 
extremely clean.  
 
  

 

 

 
IN HARMS WAY 

 
Fellow MAC member Nate Seymour, son of Gary and Diane Seymour, is currently serving overseas in Ku-
wait and Iraq.  Nate is a First Lieutenant in the Virginia National Guard based in Roanoke, VA. His unit, of 
approximately 175 soldiers, was activated in May and underwent two months training in Indiana before being 
sent to Camp Arifjan in Kuwait on July 25th, according to Gary.  
 
Nate is a convoy commander supervising convoys transporting supplies, etc. by truck from Kuwait into Iraq. 
The convoys are usually made up of 40 to 50 trucks that are escorted by gun trucks and IED sweepers. “We 
do get emails from him and sometimes he calls us. He has a good attitude about being over there considering 
all the negatives they deal with” says Gary.   Nate’s active duty is currently scheduled to end in June, 2008. 
 
Please keep Nate in your thoughts and prayers for his quick and safe return. 
 
If you wish to send Nate a holiday greeting, you can email him at: Nate Seymour <usaborn_tn@yahoo.com> 
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RESTORATION AND TECHNICAL TIPS 
Bill Sangrey, Carlisle, PA 

 

• Got a rough running TI car?   Or maybe, does not run at all.   Make sure you have a very good ground to 
the amplifier.  This includes the core support to frame surfaces.  Powder coating the core support can cause 
all kinds of issues; both where the amplifier ground connects and where the core support mounts to the 
frame horns. By the way this applies to anything connected electrically to the core support. 

 
• A good way to clean and remove paint on aluminum parts such as intake manifolds, bell housings, and 

valve covers without effecting the natural, as cast, aluminum finish.  Put ground walnut shells in the blast 
cabinet (thoroughly remove the glass beads first).   Experiment with the air pressure for best results, 60 to 
80 psi worked fine for me.  I’ve also found that this is an excellent way to clean up chromed interior parts 
(e.g., the top latches).  Corrosion and minor rust on these parts is hard to completely clean off but the 
blaster makes quick work of getting into all those nooks and crannies.  Works great on the chrome plated 
interior screws too!  After walnut shelling just go over the parts with 0000 steel wool.  You’ll be surprised.  

 
• From what we can tell, midyear big block fan shrouds have a rivet on the left side of the fan blade guard at 

the glue joint.   The rivet is the same large aluminum one used in various body areas.   This may not be 
100% so any of you that have original BB cars, please let us know what you have.  

 
• If you are detailing an engine compartment and have not removed all of the wires, cables, tubes, etc. you 

know how tough it is to mask them all.  Try tin foil (some of my best restoration supplies come out of Jo 
Ann’s kitchen).   Just cut or tear thin strips (2 – 3 inches wide) and wrap everything.  After painting, re-
moval is a breeze.  Works great to mask brake and fuel lines when blacking out the under body.  A larger 
piece of foil works well on the bigger and awkwardly shaped items like the wiper motor if you left that in 
place. 

 
• For general clean up I use “BERKLEBILE 2+2 Instant Gum Cutter.”   It comes in an aerosol can for about 

$3 and is available at NAPA stores.  I’ve picked it up by the case at Carlisle. 

• Here’s one I picked up from John Carpenter: for those small paint jobs, when you really do not want to fire 
up the compressor and spray gun.  Try a “PreVal”.  It is a small aerosol “power” unit that screws to a glass 
bottle.  I’ve sprayed primer, vinyl dye, lacquer, acrylic enamel and urethanes with it.  Not for big jobs but 
works great for smaller parts; e.g., up to say valve cover size.  

• As a follow up to the above, take for example those hard to get interior paints, and brother have I had trou-
ble getting those correct colors many times.    I take a sample of the color from an area that has not been 
exposed to sunlight.  Then I take it to my local paint store. If I give them the time to do the match using 
their “camera” they usually do a pretty good match.  Then I use the “PreVal” to spray the parts.  And I can 
usually specify what type of paint system I need.  Sometimes I’ve even ended up using just a “Base” coat 
to get the color and texture I need. 
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RESTORATION AND TECHNICAL TIPS (Cont.) 
 
• Here’s a “Tech Tip” on a problem I recently faced.  Carpet was previously “installed” using “liquid nails”.  

Ever dealt with that stuff? Not the recommended carpet adhesive.  I managed to rip the carpet out piece by 
torn piece.  Then what? Started with a hammer and gasket scraper which worked, but was a slow process.  
Turned the compressor pressure down and went after it with the air chisel.  Worked great and took about 
90 minutes.  Caution; the stuff flew out. Did not wear my safety goggles but should have – as we always 
should.  Also, I had to be a little careful to not damage the fiberglass.  

 
• Had trouble installing those new plug wires on a midyear small block, through the front motor mount and 

in the boomerang at the side of the motor?   Hook and wrap the distributor end of the plug wire to a 
straightened coat hanger with tape (e.g. good old “Duct” tape), spray with silicone and have your friend/
spouse/son/daughter/whoever feed the coat hanger from the top (or plug) side through the motor mount to 
you under the car.   Just pull.  Putting the wire in the boomerang shield then is not a real problem.  Just be 
careful to not pinch the wire or it will ground and cause a solid miss. 

 
• Ever striped paint?  Not an easy job, but a BIG messy one at that.  How about the underbody? Ugly!  Next 

time try soda blasting.  I did on a ’66 I’m doing.  The underbody was fully painted black (enamel) and was 
going to be a mess to get right.  A bit costly but took only 1 ½ days and no garage floor mess.  And no ef-
fect to glass I left in the body.  But the big benefit is that all deteriorated fiberglass resin was removed.  
And prior poorly repair damage exposed.  The UV rays of the sun actually pass through the old lacquer and 
deteriorate the some of the resin.  If you chemically strip the paint the stripper will often soak into these 
soft areas.  If not repaired, the new paint will cause imperfections to appear in the paint down the road 
since the paint is stronger than the underlying weakened resin; like the first or second time you have it in 
the sun.  Soda blasting gets all that bad stuff out.  Yes, you  do have to repair the damage but better to do it 
before applying the paint.  Then it is too late. 

 
• Here’s an oldie but perhaps one you relative “newbies” have not heard before.  Lazy midyear head light 

bucket.  Disassemble the motor; clean it up getting the hardened grease out.  Is that spur (or driven) gear 
worn a bit (as I am after all the years I’ve got on me) or just plain worn out?  Just turn it over 180 degrees 
and put it back in.  The gear works over less than half its circumference.  No need to buy a new one.  Oh 
yes, before you take the motor all a part mark the gear and case so you know where it should be – assum-
ing you know where the bucket was when you started; e.g., fully closed or open. 

 

 

MAC NEEDS YOU! 
MAC is looking a member to serve on the Board of Directors in the appointed position of Merchandise Man-
ager.  This person is responsible for obtaining, promoting and selling items of clothing and collectible items 
bearing the Mid Atlantic Chapter logo.     
 
If you are willing to help make a difference in the club, please contact Joyce Neide, who presently holds this 
position, for further information.  Her contact information is available in the MAC Membership Directory. 
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RESTORATION IN A TWO CAR GARAGE 
Ken Karhuse, Ashburn, VA 

 
You pass it on the way to the garbage can.  It’s partially hidden in the shadows of the garage – a bit dustier 
than you remember.  “Hey you! Yeah you with the garage bag in your hands. Seriously man!  I need to be out 
there strutting my stuff.  This Vette needs a complete make-over.” 
 
So you got the message. Whether the goal is Top Flight or a go-anywhere driver, it’s time for that overdue res-
toration.  But given the shortage of buddies with ASE certifications, cash and warehouse space, it looks like 
this restoration will have to be the ultimate DIY adventure in your 2-car attached garage. 
 
Yes, it’s do-able but planning and prep is critical – especially important for the garage.  You must first transi-
tion it from a typical 21’ x 23’ (if lucky) garage, and storage shed, into a WORKSHOP. 
 
And consider the typical 2000+ hours it takes for a body-off restoration.  On a two-year timeline that’s 2 hours 
every weeknight and 10 hours every weekend with two weeks off every year for good behavior (and family re-
orientation).  That should give one pause for thought.  But it also says “Invest a few weeks of effort and cash 
into making this a productive and habitable space, you cheapskate. It’s going to be your second home.”  Here 
are some of the key To Do’s: 
 
Clear It Out:  During the restoration, this vehicle will explode into two halves and thousands of parts, needing 
all the space you can find.  And the tools and work areas will be fighting for their space.  So empty that ga-
rage! 
 
Start with anything & everything that is non-car related.  Move the lawn mover, all those dangerous-looking 
yard tools, caustic chemicals and teetering ladders to an under-deck storage area or stand-alone shed. Even at 
$1400 dollars for an HOA-acceptable, prefab shed, it’s money well-spent.  Do you really want to open the ga-
rage to extract the lawn mower after just painting those freshly blasted wheels? And when the car is finished 
(something of an oxymoron), do you plan on moving all this yard stuff back in, next to that gleaming new 
body?  Forget the look issues!  Think of the potential hazards! 
 
Prep the Ceiling & Walls:  OK, so your suburban house has sheetrock on the ceiling and walls that attach to 
the house (thank goodness for building codes).  And they have that rough tape-and-compound job. Regardless, 
give these areas two coats of bright white, semi-gloss latex paint.  During the restoration, easy clean up and, 
more importantly, excellent reflectivity will be appreciated.  And later it’s a nice backdrop for the showings.  
Hey, just go for it -- sheetrock it all, put in insulation and give it a second coat of mud for heaven sakes!  Eas-
ier now …. and no sanding dust on the Vette later. 
 
Finish the Floor:  Give that concrete floor top priority!  All those Vette parts and most every part of your 
body will spend considerable time on this floor. Using two coats of two part epoxy floor paint will be the 
best investment you can make (forget stains and sealers!).  Some of the brands with good results are Griot, 
UCoat & Rustoleum.  Besides the final look and feel to the garage, a well finished floor will significantly im-
prove your productivity plus the longevity of that nicely completed work.  Here are a few key points: 
 
• Moisture Control:  Bare concrete wicks ground moisture into a garage.  This humidity rises up under 

your car. Doesn’t take long for those freshly refinished parts to re-rust – even coated items.  
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RESTORATION IN A TWO CAR GARAGE (Cont.) 
 
 (So guess why that dry, nicely restored car you put in self-storage is looking so bad?)  This same humidity 

will hose up some of those important jobs, such as painting. The epoxy finish provides one of the best bar-
riers. 

 
• Dust Control:  At least 60% of all dust in a concrete space comes from the natural chalking of the con-

crete itself.  It happens continually to untreated surfaces. This will be a painting problem during restoration 
and a constant long-term maintenance item. Eliminate it with a finished floor. 

 
• Spill Control:  Besides all the crude that is on the garage floor now, there will be much more to come.  

And some of it is environmentally and Corvette unfriendly – such as anti-freeze, brake fluid, oils and 
thinners. Following the manufacturer’s instructions to clean and prep the floor (do not scrimp here), you 
will have a floor that contains those spills and cleans up easily before impacting your freshly finished parts, 
your body or the dog.  Even sticky stuff like silicone caulk, paints, overspray and thread sealers will come 
up with little effort.  And of course it will be easier to maintain later (for those oh & ah sessions). 

 
• Improved Lighting:  Chose a light color epoxy (gray or beige).  If you install the lighting recommended 

below, you will find the floor will contribute significantly to the overall brightness of the garage – includ-
ing surprisingly descent reflective light under the car without dragging out the trouble light.  Useful for 
those quick forages under the body to retrieve a stray tool or to wrench a bolt. 

 
• Keep it Slick:  All the manufacturers describe an optional step to add grit to the epoxy.  It is designed to 

provide surer footing on rainy/snowy days.  DON’T DO IT!  This slick surface is not a safety hazard for 
your restoration tasks.  In fact, it is a tremendous asset.  With the Vette on jack stands one can easily slide 
under the car without hauling down the creeper.  And you will spend considerable floor-time on your 
hands, knees, back and butt.  As several members report, that grit can be painful.   

 
 It is also worth noting that just about every large part or tool 

(body, frame, engine, engine hoist, etc.) and those numerous 
large shipping boxes, will need to be moved on this floor an 
inordinate number of times. Some will be on wheels, but oth-
ers will not.   With a slick floor and a piece of old carpet, 
most large items drag easily into position.  In this photo, car-
pet on the engine hoist, used for a body lift, slides easily un-
der the body jig – an impossibility with the hoist wheels in 
place. 

 
 As for those cruddy, wet shoes – what are they doing on this nice garage floor?  Keep floor mats (or old 

towels) at the usual entrances for a quick wipe.  
  
• Application:  This requires some thought.  Ideally, you would like to move everything off the entire floor 

(or mount on the walls) for 3-4 days while you prep and apply two coats to the entire floor (usually 24 
hours between coats; 48+ hours final drying time before moving the heavy stuff onto the fresh paint).  That 
just ain’t going to happen, is it?  Therefore, clear the entire garage  
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RESTORATION IN A TWO CAR GARAGE (Cont.) 
 

floor for half a day and, following the manufacturers’ instructions, prep the surface with cleaners and 
muric acid, rinse and let dry (if it doesn’t look spotless, do it again you lazy dog). Given the amount of 
acid and water, the entire garage floor will need to be done at once.  Rubber boots, a brush-style mop & 
floor squeegee are worth the money. Then return all the stuff to one half of the garage and paint the first 
half. In 3 days, move the stuff (yes again) and paint the remaining half. Minimize the paint overlap be-
tween the two halves and you should have no lifting issues. When doing the painting, don’t forget the ver-
tical concrete lip (or slump block) around the floor.  Use a brush to paint it.  Also edge paint 6 to 8 
inches around the floor (standard edge pad tool is great for this; edge just the half you are doing with this 
batch).  With all this prep, application of the paint on the main surface is quick and easy – pour the paint 
out in batches, and with a roller on a broom handle, quickly roll it out. 

 
Light It Up:  This is another important step – if you can’t see it, you can’t fix it.  To get each finish right (one 
that will stand up under inspection in full daylight) you need all the light you can get. And it is not as expen-
sive or time consuming to install as one might think.  For a standard 2-car garage you should install 9 to 12 
four foot, 2 fluorescent tube workshop light fixtures (or equivalent). Use a 3 or 4 row, 3 column arrange-
ment for full coverage --- you need light everywhere.  Yes, even over the rollup garage doors.  Those doors 
will not be up often.  The only lighting adjustment is if you decide to use overhead storage.  But even then, 
don’t shortchange the lighting. 
 
Fluorescents are preferred as they highlight imperfections very well (excellent for body work & detailing).  
They are cheap to operate while providing well-dispersed lighting and minimal shadows.  Low-end workshop 
fixtures (the kind that hang by chains and plug into receptacles) can cost as little as $10 each (look to Wal-
Mart, Target & the hardware stores).  They don’t come with the tubes but that’s OK.  You want to select the 
“green tipped” tubes that work better in cold weather.  And if you are willing to pay double for the fixtures, 
you can get them with cold weather ballasts that bring the lights up to full illumination quickly. 
 
A critical tip for fluorescent lighting is to provide some form of 
shatter protection.  When the broom handle, or other long tool, 
whacks a bulb you may find yourself picking glass shards out of the 
body paint (ugh)….. and half of those that don’t stick in the paint 
will likely cut it!  Three options are: grate covered work lights (as 
inexpensive as the standard open work light but hard to find these 
days); plastic tubes for each bulb; or the more expensive fully en-
cased light fixtures.  
 
Attaching workshop lights and providing power is not a difficult task.  Medium weight screw hooks are more 
than adequate for the chain hanging variety; just get them in a joist for goodness-sake.  All garages have exist-
ing ceiling power for 1 or 2 incandescent fixtures (on the switch) and power outlet(s) for the garage door open-
ers.  Tap into the switch controlled fixtures and use “surface wiring runs” – these are hardware store items 
that attach via a tape backing and screws to the ceiling (see photo #2). They have shallow surface boxes for 
standard outlets.  You’ll need one box for every two fixtures. The fluorescent lights draw little power so 14/2 
gauge wiring is adequate (and a lot more flexible than 12/2). 
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RESTORATION IN A TWO CAR GARAGE (Cont.) 
 

One ceiling pull-down trouble light (centered in the garage) will reach all 
situations. Use the fluorescent variety to avoid burning carpet or electrical insu-
lation with an incandescent one. A spare outlet where the garage door opener 
plugs in will provide the power.  Add a workshop or specialty light over critical 
tools like the grinder or workbench (for obvious safety & quality reasons). Port-
able lights, with stands or clamps, no matter how cheap, will get a lot of use. 
 
If you’ve done all the preceding steps, when you flip the light switch, break 
out the sunglasses!  It will be a pleasure to work in this garage.  And, what a descent show it is place when the 
restoration is done. 
 
Power Up:  As you design the layout for storage and tools consider if more 120v power outlets, and any 230 
volt outlets, are needed.  It is almost a forgone conclusion that you will need at least more 120v outlets distrib-
uted around the garage. And even if you start with a 120v air compressor, give serious thought to running the 
wiring for at least one 230 outlet for that future 7+ hp compressor, especially if the walls are opened up.  
 
When you add 120v circuits, use 12 gauge wire and make these new circuits 20 amps 
(versus the standard 15). And since you are going to the trouble, and expense to do this, 
use the large electrical box, run two circuits to each box and install two dual 20A 
plug outlets (each on a different circuit).  This gives you 4 outlets per box and the abil-
ity to run four high amp draw tools (or a heater) without overheating or tripping circuit 
breakers 

 
And a pull down reel extension cord, centered in the ceiling and sharing 
power with the garage door opener, will be appreciated and heavily used, as 
well as a workbench power strip.  And while you are at it, make sure you 
have a lockout on the remote-controlled garage door opener.  This 
avoids those inadvertent openings at the worst of times. Keeps that pesky 
dust and junk out of the paint & parts and keeps the workspace heat in. 
 
 
 

Plumb It:  If at all possible, get indoor plumbing!  Plumb the garage for a fiberglass washtub with cold, and 
hot, running water. If the garage backups up to the laundry room or basement, you have the opportunity. This 
will get constant use – not just for hand washing but cleaning and rinsing parts, diluting mixtures, etc.  And it’s 
a safe work area for spraying items with metal prep (rust remover/etching solution) prior to painting.  And with 
the right industrial style faucet, one can add a hose adaptor allowing easy garage floor hosing or hot water de-
greasing in the driveway. And check out these photos, with some stainless fasteners those old towel racks and 
kitchen baskets can be put to good use.  Smart, huh? 
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RESTORATION IN A TWO CAR GARAGE (Cont.) 
 
Climate Control:  Very likely much more than half of the 2000 hours will be expended during cold weather 
(& much of the rest in MAC’s muggy east coast climate).  This can be a real turn off when every tool and part 
is ice cold (wuss!).  Or a problem for certain tasks.  But there are several good, and not so good, solutions: 
 
• Electric Space Heater (photo 9):  Unless you are willing to re-wire one of these 

fire traps with 10 gauge multi-strand wire and a high amp plug, forget it!  It does not 
put out enough heat in a 2-car garage to make much of a dent (although it can be a 
great drying aid for close-by parts).  Ditto for “Blue Blowers” with the heater option 
(unfortunately the heating element will likely burn out long before the garage temp 
has raised a degree). 

 
• Torpedo Heater:  These kerosene burners are terrific.  In ten minutes the garage 

will be comfy; in twenty it will be a sauna.  So if you don’t mind the smell and turn-
ing it on and off, winter will be a non-issue.  But please, turn it off during any seri-
ous painting sessions (we want you around to enjoy the finished car and its awards). 

 
• Portable Heat Pumps:  These are new and provide an all-round, all-year answer.  They heat.  They cool.  

They dehumidify.  And they do it automatically.  They are sized for 2-car garages.  One of these units will 
provide the stable, safe climate for optimal painting all year round. Not cheap (~$400).  Requires a 6” ex-
haust vent and a full 15 amp circuit (piece a cake for your new 20A circuits…. J ).  Crank it up 30 minutes 
before a garage session and enjoy. 

 
• 3 Speed 20” Box Fan:  This $20 tool will be in constant use.  Stick it in the garage window or door (build 

some filler panels as needed) and it will exhaust your 500 sq feet in minutes.  Keeps you from passing out 
when the thinners and solvents are in full swing on the underbody or even when the HVLP gun is laying 
down some serious paint.  It also keeps the fumes out of house and the divorce attorney off the speed dial.  
This fan, with a quality furnace filter, is also a tremendous backstop & overspray catcher, particularly from 
those myriad of spray paint can uses.  And this fan can be a key component of a home-made spray booth.  

 
Tunes:  You are going to be spending some serious time in this garage.  A boom box, or better yet, a 2 or 4 
speaker, low cost, FM tuner/CD/Remote Control unit can be great company.  Low cost (~$120) does not mean 
low quality. Mount the speakers on the wall and keep the remote handy (see photo 5).  Goldie, where are you 
these days? 
 
Storage:  Never enough of it. Tools, parts, chemicals, cleaners, etc all require it.  But we’ll need another arti-
cle to go into this topic in proper depth.  In the meantime, catch a few of the photos for quick insights. 
 
 



 24 

 

A DIFFERENT TYPE OF RESTORATION 
Jeremy Turner, Broadway, VA 

 
My dad’s 1926 Harley Davidson has been in my family since 1929.  It was purchased by his uncle, who was a 
deputy sheriff and rode the Harley as his patrol bike.  These single cylinder bikes were popular among patrol 
officers and curriers because of the light weight, speed, and easy handling.  All of these attributes were very 
useful for my dad’s uncle on his patrol in Fulks Run, Virginia.  This is the town where my dad was born and 
raised.  It is a rural farming community in the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia near the West Virginia bor-
der.  In the 20's and 30's there were no paved roads.  They were all made up of mud, dirt, and ruts which made 
this motorcycle very handy for police work.  The bike could accelerate to and maintain an average speed of 
45-50 MPH-most of the time and faster than the road conditions would allow. 
 
After many years of service as a patrol bike the Harley was retired and used on my dad’s uncle's farm.  His 
brothers and cousins rode the bike around the pasture fields but my dad was always too young to take a ride.  
Like many vehicles that get retired to farm use the Harley was abused and eventually stopped running.  My 
dad’s uncle, instead of selling the bike for scrap metal, parked it in an old farm shed.  When my dad was older 
he would go and look at the Harley in the shed and ask his uncle if he would sell it to him.  His answer was 
always no. 
 
Not until his uncle's death in the early 1960's was my dad able to purchase the bike from his estate.  By this 
time the Harley was in bad condition.  He paid $40.00 for it and when he brought it home, his brother laughed 
and thought he was crazy for paying for a pile of junk.  My dad had the bike restored in the mid 1960's by 
Mervin Ryan, a good friend and retired mechanic.  Upon inspection he discovered the original overhead valve 
engine was in too bad a condition to rebuild so it was replaced with a freshly rebuilt flat head engine.  The bike 
was never disassembled, just cleaned, painted, and repaired to be ridden.  Finally he was able to ride his un-
cle's Harley.  My dad showed the Harley in the mid 1970's at an AACA National meet in Hagerstown, Mary-
land and won a 2nd junior.   
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A DIFFERENT TYPE OF RESTORATION (Cont.) 
 

He showed and rode the bike until 2004 when he and I decided that the old bike was once again due another 
restoration.  This time by I owned my own restoration shop, Maple Hill Restoration.  It was decided that the 
Harley needed a complete frame-up restoration.  The first project was to restore the original overhead valve 
engine that was removed during the first restoration.  My dad’s old friend Mervin was right, the engine was in 
bad condition, but since he had passed away long ago we would have to rely on another good friend Bill 
Campbell for the mechanical restoration.  My dad spent more money at the machine shop having parts made 
for the engine than most people spend on rebuilding a V-8 engine.  The cost was worth it as approximately 
only 515 of these bikes were produced in 1926 with the overhead valve engine.   
 
I started the disassembly and found that once the heavy coat of green paint from the first restoration was re-
moved, most of the parts had their original finishes well preserved.  This made my job easier to duplicate the 
finish and restore each part.  The sheet metal was in bad condition.  The tanks were rusted out and the fenders 
were very dented from years of use on the farm.  I repaired the tanks and straightened the fenders.  The restora-
tion was well underway.  When it came to the seat, the leather material that was used to cover it in the 60's was 
worn and needed to be replaced.  So he checked to see if the man who recovered it 40 years earlier was still in 
business.  In fact, he was still in business and remembered covering the seat the first time, so my dad had him 
recover it once again.  The Harley Davidson Company was a lot like Henry Ford and his Model T's.  You 
could have any color as long as it was Olive Green.  The bike still had a few traces of original green paint so it 
was reproduced in a base clear formula.   

 
Just after nine months of work the 
restoration was completed and ready 
for the first AACA National Show in 
Roanoke, Virginia in 2005, where it 
won a first Junior.  Since then the 
Harley has won Senior, Preserva-
tion, Grand National First Junior and 
Senior, and a National Award in 
2006 in Philadelphia.  After 40 years 
in the AACA, my father has never 
had a vehicle to win such prestigious 
awards.  It gives us a great joy to 
show the Harley and tell people 
about the family history behind it.   
 
 
 
 
 
Editor’s note:  A similar article, written by Jeremy, was published in the October, 2007 Antique Automobile 
magazine published by the Antique Automobile Club of America.  It includes several photographs, not printed 
here, that show the extremely detailed restoration work Jeremy does.  Congratulations to him on his restora-
tion achievements.  We thank him for sharing this story and photographs with us. 
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 MAC Triple Play 
Tom Vollrath, Jeffersonton, VA 

 
On October 13th, MAC successfully pulled off a triple play, a Charity Cruise, a Road Tour and an Annual 
Meeting. 
 
The day started with charity cruises originating from each of 
MAC’s four regions and converging on Jim & Diane Hoffer-
bert’s home in Sterling, VA.   The effort netted a donation to 
Sloan Kettering of $220 and the staging of 14 corvettes on 
Candleberry Court.  In Jim’s two car garage, Ken Karhuse, 
Bob Baird, Ron Shrum, Jim Hofferbert and Page Campbell 
conducted a very informative tech session on Restoration in a 
Two Car Garage.  Jim & Diane then hosted the group to 
lunch. 
 
Following lunch, Bill Sangrey launched the entire group of corvettes on 
a road tour to the Dul-
les Marriott arriving at 
1 PM.  Twenty-five 
years earlier, on Octo-
ber 23, 1982, MAC 
held its first meeting at 
the same location and proudly displayed 
their corvettes.  Once again, 22 MAC corvettes were displayed on the grounds surrounding the hotel.   For 
the next hour Bill Sangrey and Sam Neide treated the group to a judging 
school on NCRS Star & Bowtie Awards.  We were fortunate to have John 
Veen’s ’80, 1 star, Ron Wilson’s ’76, 3 star and Nick Lemish’s ’67, 2 star 
to use as “teaching aids”. 
 
At 3 PM the group adjourned from the display field and reassembled in 
the hotel’s Herndon room for the MAC’s 2007 Annual Meeting.  Of spe-
cial interest during the meeting was the presentation and resulting discussion of the potential of hosting an 
NCRS Regional in 2010.  The annual election of MAC officers was also ac-
complished during the meeting. 
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MAC TRIPLE PLAY (Cont.) 
 
The highlight of the day was the 25th Anniversary Banquet in the Marriott Chantilly room.  There was a large 
contingent of charter members in attendance mixing in with newer MAC members.  Following the dinner, Don 
LaRue, MAC’s 1st Chairman, held the entire group on the edge of their seats during his ~1 hour presentation.  
Using vintage slides from the early 80’s, Don described the events in his life that lead up to the founding of 
MAC.  He then went on to describe the passion, enthusiasm and excitement that defined MAC’s early years.   
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2008 MAC SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 
 January 26, 2008     Tech / Judging Session 
        Cumberland, MD 
        Ron Wilson & Mike McCagh   
       
 January 9 – 13, 2008     NCRS Florida Regional 
 Jan 31 – Feb 3, 2008     NCRS Judging School  
 
 February 23, 2008     Charity Tech / Judging Session 
        Shippensburg, PA 
        K.C. Strawmyer & Bill Sangrey  
     
 March 15, 2008     Tech / Judging Session 

    Classic Car Center 
    Fredericksburg, VA 
    Mike Greenfield, Bob Patton & Gary Wilkerson 

 March 23, 2008       Easter Sunday 
      
 April 12, 2008      Road Tour TBD 
        Page Campbell & Ken Hartzog 
 
 April 17 – 19, 2008     Tennessee Regional 
 April 23 – 27, 2008     Spring @ Carlisle 
 
 May 11, 2008       Mothers Day 
 May 15 - 17, 2008     Michigan Regional  
 May 26, 2008      Memorial Day 
 May 30 - 31, 2008     Judging Meet  

    Jack Evans Chevrolet, Front Royal, VA 
    Sam Neide & Tom Vollrath 
 

 June 12 - 14, 2008     Pennsylvania Regional 
 June 26 – 29, 2008     Bloomington Gold* 
 July 20 - 24, 2008     NCRS National Convention 
        NE Section Road Tour (July 13 -20) 
        St. Charles, Missouri 
 
 August TBD, 2008     19th Annual All Corvette Cruise-In* 
        Manassas, VA  
 August 21- 24, 2008     Corvette @ Carlisle (MAC Tent) 

    Sangrey 4th Annual Open House* 
    Shippensburg Leasing Corp 7th Annual Picnic* 

        Carlisle / Shippensburg, PA    
 
 September ##, 2008     Road Tour TBD  
 
 November 1, 2008     Annual Meeting & Halloween Party 
        Fredericksburg, VA  
 

 * Not an official MAC NCRS event 
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LAST CHANCE ON MAC 25th ANNIVERSARY MERCHANDISE 
 
If you haven’t ordered any MAC merchandise with the one year only 25th anniversary logo, this is your last 
chance to do so.  The Board of Directors decided to use this unique logo for 2007 in commemoration of our 
25 years as a chapter and therefore, it will not be used after the January 1, 2008.  The shirts come in dark col-
ors only as they show off the silver lettering in our 25th anniversary logo best.   
 
We have a number of new items available to include large coffee mugs that you can have most any digital 
graphic placed on it.  Our selection of clothing has been expanded to include hooded sweatshirts and an array 
of quality polo’s.  You can also have monograms placed on shirts.    We can order anything from sweatshirts 
to briefcases. 
             
 
 

 
 

Woman’s Polo Men’s Polo 

Prices on items are $5.00 over cost to cover expenses.  Prices are subject to change but remain reason-
able.  For example, ladies polos started at $26 and men’s at $32 on our last order.  Don’t forget, we 
can also order Judging Bags.  Your name can be added for only $7.  Mugs start at $10, extra charges 
for graphics or names.  Order now to have your items for our spring events and judging meet!  Other 
items may be available soon so watch this section for breaking news on their availability. 
 
      Joyce or Sam Neide 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 
 

  
 Name _________________________________________________________ Spouse _____________________ 
 
 Address _____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 City _____________________________________________   State __________________   ZIP+4 ____________ 
 
 Home Phone ___________________________________ Work or Cell Phone ____________________________  
 
 Fax _________________________   Email Address __________________________ @ ____________________  
 
 Occupation __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 NCRS Membership # ____________________  (Required for membership in Mid-Atlantic Chapter) 
     Member Since ________________ 
 
 List Corvettes currently owned: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 List your interest as related to Corvettes and any abilities that may contribute to the success of our Chapter. 
 _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Would you be willing to serve on the following committees: Judging, Newsletter, Programs or Membership? 
 If so, which ones  ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 May we list your name and phone number in our Chapter roster?  Yes ____ No ____ 
 
 Would you prefer to receive the Chapter newsletter electronically or in printed format? __________________ 
 
 Signature __________________________________________    Date ____/____/______ 
 
 
 

Annual Calendar-Year Dues Are $30.00 
Make checks payable to: Mid-Atlantic Chapter NCRS and mail to: 

Robert Patton ~ Membership Chairman 
MAC/NCRS 

12257 Elk Run Church Road 
Midland, VA 22728-2418 

 
 
 

MAC annual membership renewals are due by the end of January. The Roster will be printed during the beginning of February and 
only those members renewing their membership during December and January will be included.  Check should be sent to Bob Pat-
ton, Membership Chairman, 12257 Elk Run Church Road, Midland, VA 22728-2418. 
Membership in the NCRS and MAC is open to persons interested in the restoration, preservation, and history of the Corvette pro-
duced by the Chevrolet Motor Division of General Motors Corporation from 1953 through 1991.  You must be a member of NCRS 
to join MAC.  NCRS is not affiliated with Chevrolet or General Motors. 
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MAC SIGNAL SEEKER 
 
Articles about chapter events and the members present, tech-
nical subjects, and personal experiences that would be of in-
terest to the MAC membership are welcome for inclusion in 
the Signal Seeker.  In addition classified advertisements may 
be submitted for inclusion as space permits.  Email is the 
preferred means, but we have the ability to scan both text and 
pictures if you send them by mail.   

Send your articles and pictures for the Signal Seeker to: 
   Duane Ravenberg 
   258 Running Stream Lane 
   Thomasville, NC  27360 
   Email:  dravenberg@triad.rr.com 
 
P.S.  If you think you don’t write well enough, ask us to edit 
it for you.  The important thing is that we get your input. 
 
 

Signal Seeker Schedule 
 
 
 

 

Issue Date Articles Due Publish Date 

      Winter     March 1    March 31 

      Spring     June 1    June 30 

      Summer     September 1    September 30 

      Fall     December 1    December 31 

 
MAC Toolbox  

Tom Vollrath  
 
MAC owns a collection of tools, primarily unique to Corvette restoration and repair, for use by members.  
Generally, these are special use tools needed one time during a restoration/repair project.  If you have sug-
gestions for other unique tools that would make your restoration tasks easier, let me know.  I can then pre-
sent your suggestion to the Board of Directors.   
 
(Due to limited space a full listing of MAC tools is available on our web site at www.ncrsmac.org or by 
calling Tom Vollrath.) 

IMPORTANT  
REMINDER 

 
MAC membership renewal notices will be 
sent out to ALL members shortly.  To re-
ceive the special discounted rate of $25, 
your renewal notice and check must be re-
ceived no later than January 15, 2008. 
 
All renewing MAC members must be current 
NCRS members.  Your NCRS #, with expi-
ration date is on the mailing label of this Sig-
nal Seeker and also on NCRS Driveline 
mailing label.  If your NCRS membership is 
close to expiring please contact NCRS at: 
www.NCRS.org, 513 385-8526 or 513 385-
6367.  You can also renew by mail at: 
 
National Corvette Restorers Society 
6 2 9 1  D a y  R o a d 
Cincinnati, OH  45252-1334  
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2008 MAC Officers and Board of Directors 

  * Elected Officer  ** Appointed Board Member   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

12257 Elk Run Church Road 
Midland, VA 22728-2418 

Chairman * Tom Vollrath 

Vice Chairman * K. C. Strawmyre 

Treasurer * John Yglesias 

Secretary * Bob Baird 

Judging Chairman * Sam Neide 

Charitable Activities Jim Hofferbert 

Editor Signal Seeker **  Duane and Jane Ravenberg 

Equipment **  Tom Vollrath 

Historian **  Tom Vollrath 

Membership **  Bob Patton 

Merchandise **  Joyce Neide 

National Corvette Museum Ambassador **  Bill Sangrey 

NCRS Chapter Awards **  Martha Baird 

Technical Advisor **  Mike McCagh 

Technical Advisor **  Jeremy Turner 

Web Site **  Gary Wilkerson 

Northern Virginia Regional Representative **  Jim and Diane Hofferbert 

Southeastern Virginia Regional Representative **  Ken Hartzog 

Southwestern Virginia Regional Representative **   Page Cambell 

Western Maryland and Pennsylvania Regional Representative **  Ron and Sharon Wilson 


